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FIRST WORD MY BLOOD IS RED... AND GOLD!

We aim to keep momentum as we push for a top 
finish again this season. Unbeaten in the league 
since our Round 5 match against Napier – that’s a 
seven match stretch.

Throw in Chatham Cup wins at Wainuiomata and 
Marist Palmerston North and it’s a nine match 
unbeaten run.  An away fixture versus Wairarapa 
United in the Chatham Cup last 16 is our reward 
and a “travel” charge from NZF for the privilege.

A lot of our good run has been about keeping 
the squad healthy and injuries have been at a 
minimum so far this season - as has card trouble.  

And for Waterside Karori, on their return to Central 
League it’s been a battle with Havelock in the early 
stages, but now with Wairarapa and Lower Hutt, to 
fight to get out of that relegation spot. Just three 
points separate the four sides.

Wharfies are a far better side than their position 
on the table suggests and have shown glimpses 
of good form throughout the season. And last 
week with their great fight back in the Cup shows 
what this side will do once the come to terms 
with the pace of Central League. A fine counter-
attacking team there is no doubt Wharfies will not 
be relegated.

There are some big battles around the corner for 
us with away games at Napier and Wests but it’s 
important to focus on the game in front of us. 
Waterside will be a stern test.

Welcome to Hutt Park and our  
Stop Out hospitality.

Today it’s a match tinged with intrigue.



MEN’S CENTRAL LEAGUE 2018 P W L D F A GD T
1 Napier City Rovers Association Football Club 12 10 0 2 44 21 23 30

2 Advance Electrical Western Suburbs 12 8 3 1 38 9 29 27

3 Stop Out Sports Club 12 8 2 2 28 15 13 26

4 Wellington Olympic 12 6 0 6 26 31 -5 18

5 Wellington United 12 5 1 6 33 29 4 16

6 Miramar Rangers 12 5 1 6 25 29 -4 16

7 Lower Hutt City Association Football Club 12 3 3 6 25 30 -5 12

8 Wairarapa United 12 3 2 7 26 38 -12 11

9 Integration Works Waterside Karori 12 3 0 9 22 34 -12 9

10 Building King Havelock North Wanderers 12 3 0 9 17 48 -31 9

SEASON FIXTURE: STOP OUT  (MEN’S CENTRAL LEAGUE 2018)
Round 1 02/4/2018 1:00pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club 2 vs Havelock North Wanderers 0

Round 2 07/4/2018 3:30pm Fraser Park Turf Stop Out Sports Club 2 vs Lower Hutt City 1

Round 3 14/4/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club 0 vs Wairarapa United 2

Round 4 21/4/2018 2:30pm Karori Park Stop Out Sports Club 2 vs Waterside Karori 1

Round 5 25/4/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club 1 vs Napier City Rovers 2

Round 6 28/4/2018 5:45pm Wakefield Park 2 Stop Out Sports Club 7 vs Wellington Olympic 2

Round 7 05/5/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club 0 vs Western Suburbs 0

Round 8 19/5/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club 5 vs Miramar Rangers 2

Round 9 26/5/2018 2:30pm Newtown Park 1 Stop Out Sports Club 3 vs Wellington United 1

Round 10 02/6/2018 1:00pm Guthrie Park Stop Out Sports Club 2 vs Havelock North Wanderers 1

Round 11 09/6/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club 2 vs Lower Hutt City 1

Round 12 16/6/2018 3:30pm Masterton Memorial Turf Stop Out Sports Club 2 vs Wairarapa United 2

Round 13 30/6/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club vs Waterside Karori

Round 14 08/7/2018 2:00pm Park Island Stop Out Sports Club vs Napier City Rovers

Round 15 21/7/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club vs Wellington Olympic

Round 16 29/7/2018 2:30pm Endeavour Stop Out Sports Club vs Western Suburbs

Round 17 4/8/2018 2:30pm Dave Farrington Stop Out Sports Club vs Miramar Rangers

Round 18 11/8/2018 2:30pm Hutt Park Stop Out Sports Club vs Wellington United

2018 HNW LHC MR NCR SO WaiU WK WO WelU WS

Havelock NorthWanderers 1/7 0-2 1-6 1-2 6-2 22/7 5/8 4-2 0-9

Lower Hutt City 5-2 1-1 4/8 1-2 21/7 1-0 11/8 0-2 1-3

Miramar Rangers 7-0 7/7 1-4 4/8 28/7 2-1 30/6 5-2 1-0

Napier City Rovers 29/7 5-2 3-1 8/7 12/8 7-3 2-1 3-0 1-2

Stop Out 2-0 2-1 5-2 1-2 0-2 30/6 21/7 11/8 0-0

Wairarapa United 8/7 2-5 4-1 5-7 2-2 4/8 2-4 3-2 1-1

Waterside Karori 4-1 28/7 11/8 3-1 1-2 2-1 2-3 7/7 1-5

Wellington Olympic 1-2 6-3 3-1 1-3 2-7 2-1 2-1 28/7 7/7

Wellington United 6-0 3-3 6-1 21/7 1-3 30/6 5-3 4-1 4/8

Western Suburbs 12/8 2-2 22/7 1/7 29/7 6-1 4-1 3-0 3-0



MEN’S CENTRAL LEAGUE 
Stop Out vs Wainuiomata - Saturday 30th 12:30pm - HUTT PARK 2

CAPITAL 4
Stop Out vs Seatoun AFC - Saturday 30th 2:30pm - HUTT PARK 2

MASTERS 3
Stop Out Reds vs Stokes Valley Mentors - Saturday 30th 2:30pm - HUTT PARK 3

MASTERS 5
Stop Out Blacks vs SV Destroyers - Saturday 30th 2:30pm - DELANEY 1

MASTERS OVER 42
Stop Out McCreadies vs Seatoun Originals - Saturday 30th 2:30pm - CRAWFORD GREEN

U17A
Stop Out vs Wairarapa United - Sunday 1st 11:00am - MASTERTON MEMORIAL TURF

U17C
Stop Out vs Seatoun AFC U17 B - Sunday 1st 9:00am - PETONE MEMORIAL 1 TURF

WOMEN’S PREMIER
Stop Out vs Powerex Petone Premier - Sunday 1st 1:00pm - PETONE MEMORIAL TURF

WOMEN’S 1
Stop Out vs Wainuiomata - Sunday 1st 1:00pm - RICHARD PROUSE 1

WOMEN’S 1
Stop Out Legends vs Wairarapa United - Sunday 1st 3:00pm - MASTERTON MEMORIAL TURF

CAPITAL 6
Stop Out vs Wellington Olympic Dream - Monday 2nd 7:40pm - WAKEFIELD 2

FIXTURES 30th JUNE 1st and 2nd JULY 2018



We started well from the kick off today which 
we haven’t always done this season. We were 
managing to get in behind Lower Hutts back 4 
and cause their centre back some issues. Our
defenders were being quite direct and were 
having success so didn’t go to far away from
what was working. After a couple of tough 
chances where we had been snuffed out, we
managed to get Mickey on the ball in the area> 
mickey struck his shot firmly at goal and it was 
saved well by the Hutt keeper but only as a lively 
Luis Corrales who sharply buried the rebound with 
a great first time strike to put us 1-0 up.

On the back of the first goal we created a couple 
more chances on the break but couldn’t get the 
final ball across or couldn’t get the clinical finish. 
Lower Hutt created a couple of chances of their 
own, most notably Ryan Kelly going on a good 
run but couldn’t find a finish. Half time came with 
us up 1-0.

The second half felt much like the first. Both teams 
were able to create opportunities but it was us 
who managed to get our striker Jerram Tuck in a 
good position 1v1 with a centre back. He took the 
ball down brilliantly with his first touch using his 
pec/shoulder area (definitely not a hand ball) and 
made his way past the centre back and placed his 
shot past the advancing goal keeper and into the 
bottom corner of the net for a 2-0 lead.

It felt as if we were well on top and heading 
towards a good win but with 20 minutes to go
the referee awarded Lower Hutt a penalty after 
a hand ball in the box. The penalty was well 
converted and it was 2-1. Lower Hutt grew in 
confidence on the back of that and it made for an 
interesting and nervy last 20 minutes. Both teams 
made multiple substitutes to try and have their 
desired effect on the game and apart from a very 
good save from James McPeake at the feet of a 
Lower Hutt striker, we closed the game out well 
and were even a little wasteful in front of goal.
The game finished 2-1 and we are happy to bank 
another 3 points.

A solid defensive performance was led by James 
McPeake and Kade Shrijvers again. James Sutcliffe 
distributed out from the back very well. Cherbel 
Khouchaba was excellent out wide and showed
some fantastic touches. Luis Corrales was lively,
caused problems and finished his goal well.

Jerram Tuck scored with another clinical finish.
Our midfield of Sam Pickering, Steve Guley and
Mickey Malivuk were dominant today. Man of the
match went to Mickey Malivuk who was 
exceptionally accurate in possession, worked 
tirelessly and provided a constant threat.

Scotty

A tough fixture for us today against our neighbours and local rivals Lower Hutt. This is a
team we have already played twice this season with our pre-season fixture and the first
round considered. We know each other well and both prior fixtures have been tough close
encounters that we have managed to come out on top of. We didn’t expect much different
today and that would prove to be the case.

Stop Out vs Lower Hutt - HUTT PARK

Final Score: Stop Out 2 vs Lower Hutt 1  MOM: Mickey Malivuk

MATCH REPORTMENS CENTRAL LEAGUE



We travelled up the morning of the game and all 
arrived to find their pitch in fantastic condition. 
We were welcomed by a club official and shown 
to our changing rooms and there was an instant 
feeling of anticipation for the game from both 
sides.

We began the game nervy on the back of a rather
mundane and concerning warm up. In possession 
of the ball we were displacing passes and 
generally inaccurate early on. This was inviting 
undue pressure on us defensively and gave some 
early life to the opposition. 20 minutes into the 
fixture we finally started to come alive with the 
ball. Young Jherson Heredia was warming into the 
game in his first start in midfield for the men’s 1 
st team. Chances were beginning to be created 
through play breaking into wide areas and getting 
balls into the box. Unfortunately we couldn’t finish 
off any opportunities in the first half and we went 
into the break with the game locked at 0-0.

At half time there was a feeling of frustration at 
our inability to capitalise on our opportunities
but we could have also found ourselves behind if 
not for a sharp save from James McPeake when 
we failed to deal with a corner. The message was 
clear and we left confident of getting across the 
line in this game.

The second half started a lot brighter for us and 
passes were sticking. With a good start came an 
early opportunity where Steve Guley had got 
in behind the Marist defence and into the area 
to latch onto a pass slide nicely in behind. After 

winning the race to the ball Steve was caught by 
a lunging tackle from the Marist Centre Back and 
bought down for a penalty. Steve stepped up, 
slotted the ball home and we took a 1-0 lead early 
in the second half.

We continued a good period of possession and 
had shut down any opportunities for Marist in
the second half who seemed to be tiring. 
Frustratingly we failed to convert any of our 
created scoring opportunities but, on a positive 
note, we had managed to shut down any
opportunities for Marist to equalise.

We held on to end the match with a 1-0 win and 
earned our place in the round of 16. Again, not 
one of our better performances but the result 
still came and the attitude and application of the 
players to work through the frustrating periods to 
get the result was fantastic.

Many thanks to Palmerston North Marist who 
were great hosts. The hospitality around the
place was top notch, the ball kids looked great 
and the food was brilliant. We wish them all
the best for the rest of their season.

We will return to the training pitch this week 
with plenty to work on. The management team 
will likely also have some very tough decisions 
to make if we manage to get Micky Malivuk, Luis 
Corrales, Sam Pickering and Lewis Jackson back 
into consideration for squads this week.

Scotty

MATCH REPORT

Stop Out vs Palmerston North Marist - MEMORIAL PARK

Final Score: Stop Out 1 vs Palmerston North Marist 0

CHATHAM CUP

Round 32 of the Chatham Cup provided us with an away fixture to a club that we have had
some tough recent history with. This game was always going to prove a difficult task.



STOP OUT SPORTS CLUB
GK 1 James McPEAKE

2 Jono STEELE
3 James SHARP
4 James SUTCLIFFE
5 Kade SCHRIJVERS
6 Jherson HEREDIA
7 Luis CORRALES
8 Paora PORTER
9 Jerram TUCK

10 Micky MALIVUK
12 Lewis JACKSON
13 Brayan HEREDIA
14 Luke GRINDLAY
15 Jared MITCHELL
16 Sam PICKERING
17 Steve GULEY
18 Cherbel KHOUCHABA
19 Jordan MARTENS
20 Ami LAL

COACH
Scott EASTHOPE

ASSISTANT COACH
Chris SAMBROOKE

MANAGER
Paul COMMERFORD

PHYSIO
Melissa THOMSOM
PROACTIVE

V S

MEN’S CENTRAL LEAGUE



WATERSIDE KARORI
1 Charlie MORRIS
2 Dominic MCCANN
3 Daniel RESTORICK
4 Cai MACLEAN
5 Rupert CRUMP
7 Max WINTERTON
8 Tor DAVENPORT PETERSEN
9 Ryan CAIN

10 Kyung Dong KIM
11 Daniel BOWKETT
13 Matthew SHELDON
15 James Sebastian KNOTT
16 Rogier KERBUS
18 Olivier CASSIDY
19 Sam COLLIER
21 Felix NYSTROM

COACH
Rupert CRUMP

ASSISTANTS
Jock SUTHERLAND

Raphael VILLAREAL
Gary FISHERV S

REFEREE
Jason MARSHALL

AR1
Jordan WILLIAMS

AR2
Russell UNDERWOOD



As the whistle blew we began sharply. We 
were taking opportunities to play out and had 
Wairarapa under pressure at the back. Wairarapa 
were also carrying some good threat early with 
quick balls forward towards Hamish Watson and 
Paul Ifil who often tried to release the good pace 
they had out wide. Unfortunately with our good 
play in possession we were wasteful early in front 
of the goal and were struggling to make anything 
count. After breaking down our right hand side
we won a corner after Cherbel had his attempted
cross blocked. From the corner Luis bundled home 
a goal mouth scramble to put us up 1-0.

That lead didn’t last that long as a few minutes 
later Hamish Watson managed to make his way 
past our defensive pressure and blast his shot 
past our goal keeper to equalise, 1-1. It looked 

as though we would bounce back pretty quickly 
from that set back as we got back into some 
good play in possession. A few more good 
opportunities were created but again we were 
frustratingly poor with our finishing. Even though 
we were creating many opportunities to score, 
Wairarapa were continuing to pose their own 
goal scoring threats through their talent in the 
attacking areas.

We would be made to pay for those missed 
opportunities as Wairarapa managed to get a
ball inside to an unmarked player outside the 
edge of the box who curled his shot across our 
goal keeper and into the far corner of the net for 
a 2-1 lead. That’s the way it would stay through to 
half time.

A wee bit of a drive to today’s game against Wairarapa. We all arrived to Masterton
Memorial turf eager to get out there and look to reverse the first round result of this fixture.

Stop Out vs Wairarapa - MASTERTON MEMORIAL TURF

MENS CENTRAL LEAGUE



MATCH REPORT

Final Score: Stop Out 2 vs Wairarapa 2

We took the 5 minute trek back to our container 
changing room to re-group at half time. After a 
frustrating half it was important to head back out 
confident we could turn it around. I was confident 
the team could do that and felt our best today was 
in front of us.

The second half began sprightly for us again. We 
were straight back into mounting pressure and 
creating opportunities to score. Unfortunately 
we again were not clinical enough to take any 
chances and as was the case for the entire match, 
Wairarapa were continuing to hold their own 
threat going forward. All 3 substitutes were made 
in an attempt to throw some fresh legs and new 
problems at Wairarapa. Just as we were starting 
to fear our inability in front of goal would cost us 
any points, we managed to work the ball wide 
to second half substitute Jarred Mitchell. Jarred 
clipped a perfect ball into the box for another 
second half substitute Luke Grindlay to rise and 
header the ball past the goal keeper to earn us a 
stoppage time equaliser.

2–2 the game would finish and it ended up being 
tough for us to be upset with that as we ended up 
spending a large part of the game behind. While 
we were good for large parts in possession, we 
were miles away from where we want to be in the 
attacking 3rd of the field. After a frustrating outing 
that cost us some valuable ground at the top end 
of the table, I did not award a man of the match as 
the frustration continued to a rather poor effort of 
hosting a game day and after match.

We will back to the training ground this week in 
preparation for the cup game against Palmerston 
North Marist. We will be looking to select a side 
who show a good ability to work hard at areas we 
need to improve this week and look forward to 
the big cup fixture.

Scotty

MENS CENTRAL LEAGUE



This was my first visit to Stop Out this season, 
although I had seen them hammer Wellington 
Olympic 7-2 at Wakefield Park. The last couple 
of seasons have seen Stop Out start well and be 
in or around the top of the table, then when the 
National League ended, they would usually get 
a couple of players from Team Wellington, and 
whether or not this was related, they would have 
a mid season collapse, before recovering but 
ultimately finishing around 4th or 5th in the table. 
That hasn’t happened this season, the only player 
they got from Team Wellington was Justin Gulley, 
who was away in India with the All Whites anyway.

Going into this game Stop Out were riding high 
in second place with seven wins, one draw and 
only two losses. Looking at the playing squad 
there weren’t too many changes from last season. 
a couple of returnees, Luis Corrales from Olympic, 
Sam Pickering and Paora Porter from Petone. They 
had lost Martin Packer to Capital Premier side 
North Wellington, but the most significant change 
had been in the coaching, Scott Easthope coming 
into replace Chris Sambrooke, who stepped 
down due to work commitments. Although these 
changed and Sambrooke is back as the assistant 
coach. 

Lower Hutt CIty had a decent start to the season, 
but were well into a bad run having lost four in 
a row going into this game. The club continues 
to maintain it’s focus on youth development and 
have a pretty reasonable record in recent years 
several players coming through and moving on to 
Team Wellington. Their big signing this season was 
Wellington Phoenix keeper, Keegan Smith (who 
is on a youth contract so can play in this league). 
Coach Steve Coleman has also taken on a role at 
the Phoenix Academy, which has been questioned 
by some as the Phoenix academy is in partnership 
with Wellington United in the same league.

But today was about a local derby, the 30th 
meeting of these clubs in the league and Chatham 
Cup since 1969 and despite Stop Out having won 
14 of the previous encounters to Lower Hutt City’s 
nine, (six draws), it is Lower Hutt who have scored 
more goals 47 to Stop Out’s 41.

It took just eight minutes for Stop Out to work 
towards reducing that deficit, when Luis Corrales 
smashed in a rebounding shot for his seventh goal 
of the season and celebrated with a shout that 

Stop Out vs Lower Hutt City - HUTT PARK

Final Score: Stop Out 2 vs Lower Hutt City 1
Attendance: Around about 100 and at least 3 dogs

Since Stop Out won promotion back into the Central League in 2015, the result of their 
home game against Lower Hutt City has always been 2-1. In 2015 & 16 it was Lower Hutt that 
proved victorious, 2017 it was Stop Out and this year proved to be the same.

TWO TO THE POWER OF ONE



was likely to attract the geese from the nearby 
Hutt RIver, followed by a Usain Bolt pose! Brilliant 
stuff!

It looked a bit like the floodgates would open 
as Lower Hutt were struggling to deal with the 
speed of Corrales, but they managed to settle 
down and keep in relatively under control and 
defended quite well from their point of view. From 
a spectators point of view it wasn’t a great watch 
and while there were a few clashes between 
players there wasn’t anything really significant to 
note in the rest of the first half.

The second half continued much the same, Stop 
Out dominating the possession, but finding the 
Lower Hutt defence hard to break down, when 
they did manage it and Corrales had broken 
through and put the ball in the back of the net, 
they were called back for a free kick on the edge 
of the area. While it was a foul and referee, Robert 
Swinney, did blow the whistle just before Corrales 
hit his shot, it could be used as a classic example 
of when to allow advantage.

Nothing came of the free kick, but not long after 
Jerram Tuck, decided that he should keep up 

with Corrales in the golden boot race and netted 
his seventh of the season. His celebration wasn’t 
quite as ostentatious as Corrales’, but spell check 
did change his name to Jerry’s Tucker when it was 
tweeted out!

There were only about 10 minutes left and Stop 
Out were looking as if they’d ride it out, that was 
until Lower Hutt attacked and despite the danger 
being averted,one of their defenders handled 
the ball as it was heading out of the penalty area. 
Lower Hutt’s Sam Johnson sent James McPeake 
the wrong way and it looked as if we’d have a 
tense last few minutes......but we didn’t and the 
most interesting thing to happen in that time was 
discussions about the speed of the referee’s watch 
who seemed to want the game to just keep on 
going.

So for the fourth year in a row this game ended 
2-1, this time to Stop Out, the result also put them 
top of the table, albeit for one night, as Napier City 
Rovers played Miramar Rangers on the Sunday 
and won 3-1. 

THE JOURNEY FANS VIEWTWO TO THE POWER OF ONE SATURDAY 9th JUNE, 2018



We welcomed the league leaders to Hutt Park 
on Old Timers Day. With a full strength side our 
confidence was high, well aware of the challenge 
ahead. We proceeded to have our best half of the 
season. Despite the tricky conditions, we stuck 
to our usual style of moving the ball quickly and 
neatly. Grinner was the first to strike, dispatching 
a one on one with ease. With our tails up we 
continued to bombard Varsity with wave after 
wave of attack. Cam then decided to try his luck 
from 30 yards - his long range screamer finding 
the bottom corner. 2-0 up and in dreamland. This 
was to continue as some good forward play from 
Grinner saw Paora in on goal, who tucked it away 
with ease. 3-0 up at half time and a very happy 
group of boys.

The second half proved to be a more difficult 

Following on from our heroics last week against 
University, we were now up against the new 
league leaders. Brooklyn are a committed, 
passionate side, and we knew it was going 
to be a tough afternoon. Wakefield Park is an 
experience at the best of times, with only a small 
area to warm up in and changing rooms scarce. 
Thankfully, the weather played its part and we 
were met with only a gentle breeze throughout 
the game!

The game started at a frenetic pace, with both 
sides enjoying periods of possession. Our good 
start was rewarded with a well taken Jack Wilson 
strike, his first goal for the Reserves. Brooklyn hit 
back immediately with a well taken goal. Towards 
the end of the half, Devo lashed a volley home 
from 25 yards, before Wilso scored his second 
immediately from kick off. 3-1 up and thoroughly 

affair, as Varsity threw caution to the wind 
chasing the game. A few chances fell our way, 
but it was the students who had the better of the 
closing stages of the game. Sam Wright made 
an outstanding point blank save, before Uni 
finally got on the scoresheet. With a few minutes 
remaining, they reduced the deficit to one, as 
we entered the famed ‘squeaky bum time’. Sam 
Wright continued to defy the odds with save after 
save thwarting our opponents. In the last play 
of the game, it looked as if Uni might snatch an 
equalizer, only for Sam to dive at the strikers feet 
and deny them. An outstanding performance 
from our 17 year old custodian.

Three points against the league leaders - proof 
that we have the quality to compete in this 
league.

deserved. Some poor defending allowed Brooklyn 
to pull a goal back right on half time. 3-2 up and 
a real battle on our hands.The second half was 
disappointing to say the least. We continued to 
enjoy spells of possession, but too often were 
caught out defensively. This resulted in Brooklyn 
nabbing an equalizer in the 75th minute, before 
scoring the winner in the 85th. We continued to 
battle but fell short for a 3-4 loss.

Today our inexperience cost us - our match day 
squad had an average age of 18.4 years. Rather 
than be downcast, we take the positives out of 
today’s game and learn from the experience.  In 
the past few weeks we have shown our qualities 
and proved that we belong in this league.

We continue to build.
Yatesy

MATCH REPORT

Stop Out Reserves vs Victoria University - HUTT PARK

Stop Out Reserves vs B.N.U - WAKEFIELD PARK

Final Score: Stop Out Reserves 3 vs Victoria University 2
Man of the Match: Sam Wright

Final Score: Stop Out Reserves 3 vs B.N.U 4
Man of the Match: Kelvin Bennett

RESERVES



considered a good life lesson. Put simple, life is 
not always fair. At the same time what to make 
of people, about you, who will take on board 
a stranger’s point of view without testing it as, 
somehow, fact. Stereotypes and clichés are often 
like this. If they get used loudly, and often, they 
sometimes get to be accepted currency.

As it happens I bumped into angry man about 
five years later. Quite randomly I ended up playing 
against him. He had, in contemporary parlance, 
‘issues’. The polite description would be to say 
his playing style was a mix of bullying and dirty. 
Angry man badly fouled a player and as he jogged 
away his own coach stalked on to the pitch. 
Reaching him the coach pointed towards the 
dressing rooms and said to him ‘just go’. He did.

In the midst of the current World Cup buzz it has been hard to maintain 
the focus and keep things local. They may be due to the time difference 
with where the matches are being hosted. Some of us, it would appear, 
are doing all sorts of watching hours then thinking about sleep...and 
giving in to that thought. Some of us, probably the majority, are doing all 
sorts of watching hours then thinking about sleep...but ignoring that and 
setting off to keep the wheels of industry turning. 

OFF THE FIELD

MIKE BARTON

One thing a World Cup does is bring out the 
stereotype and, perhaps, the cliché. Whilst 
thinking about that issue, stereotype, I started 
to remember an angry man, in a Wellington pub, 
many years ago. I was about nineteen in, now long 
gone, The Shamrock at the top of Molesworth 
Street. The conversation was not so much about 
football as me explaining to some, less than fit, 
colleagues why I played. In the midst of our chat 
an angry man arrived. He started shouting at 
me, and then my colleagues, telling us that Stop 
Out was a ‘terrible club built around a deserved 
reputation for dirty play’. Clearly I have sanitised 
his comments for this audience. 

His comments bothered me for a two reasons. 
Firstly, they were not true. Contesting the game 
in hard, skilled and fair manner, that had been 
my experience of the Stop Out that 
far. The older coaches that I had been 
lucky enough to offer tutelage had 
all be of the hard but fair mould. 
Secondly, a room full of people 
had heard without any context the 
comments made. At first I wasn’t 
overly bothered until I overheard a 
discussion in the work lunch room. 
A voice was expressing the view that 
it was a shame that a ‘nice boy’, that 
was me, should be involved in a club 
with such a ‘bad attitude’. It was crazy. 
In that, an angry man with a bad 
attitude had shouted loudly in a pub, 
in front of some people, who barely 
knew me, and suddenly his view had 
currency and was worth quoting. 
With hindsight, I guess, it could be 
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